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            Lansdowne Infants and Eton Park Juniors
    

       Our Curriculum

Our definition of ‘The Curriculum’ is all the activities that we plan, organise and deliver in order to facilitate the 
development of our pupils, their learning, their personal growth and an understanding of British Values. 

Whilst our curriculum includes the formal requirements of the National Curriculum, it also aims to provide a range 
of experiences to enhance and enrich learning and development for all in relation to our school setting and local 
area. 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

Our Nursery and Reception classes follow the framework laid down in the EYFS statutory framework which aims 
to support children's development in seven areas of learning and development.

The three prime areas are:

● Communication and language
● Physical development
● Personal, social and emotional development

There are also four specific areas through which the prime areas are strengthened and applied:

● Literacy
● Mathematics
● Understanding the world
● Expressive arts and design



Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2

Children in KS1 and KS2 follow the school’s bespoke curriculum with a strong focus on the 
core skills of English and maths. Our maths and English teaching is well-structured and we 
are confident that our delivery of the NC in these subjects ensures progression through the 
core skills.

Our curriculum is mapped carefully and delivered in subject specific or cross curricular 
lessons to facilitate optimal learning of the knowledge and skills. Religious Education and 
PSHE are highly valued at Eton Park as we recognise the importance of developing the 
moral and social skills of our children with particular regard to their emotional health and 
wellbeing.

Our curriculum is rich with knowledge-based facts that are progressively taught. We place 
an emphasis on developing the attributes our pupils need for future learning, including 
resilience, growth mind-set and perseverance. The strengths of our curriculum are that we 
identify and promote progressive subject specific vocabulary in a talk rich curriculum with 
themes that equip our pupils to build links and enhance their learning across other 
subjects. We empower children with skills and knowledge that are not practised within the 
home environment.

Our curriculum is delivered through the use of a quality text to ensure high expectations 
are in place, it provides knowledge and context to drive the objectives that need to be 
taught. It also promotes reading for pleasure and enjoyment.



Trust vision:

To ensure that all the children and 
young people in our care have 
the opportunity to fulfil their 
potential through achieving 
highly, regardless of 
their ability or 
background



School vision:

We are privileged to work in a community where we have a 
positive impact on children's lives and future every day. Our 
children are entitled to the best in education so they have the 
powerful knowledge and skills to compete at the highest level.

This will be achieved through expert teaching underpinned by:

● A well-sequenced, knowledge-rich curriculum
● Planning that takes into account of research into 

cognitive science
● Extending and enriching their vocabulary across and 

beyond the curriculum
● Planning experiences that widen the children's 

knowledge base
● Our commitment to our own development
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Whole School concepts

‘Cognitive Psychology has shown that the mind best understands facts when 
they are woven into a conceptual fabric, such as a narrative, mental map or 

intuitive theory.  Disconnected facts in the mind are like unlinked pages on the 
web: they might as well not exist.’ - Stephen Pinker

The curriculum at Eton Park reflects our local context by addressing gaps in 
learning. We aim to broaden childrens’ understanding of themselves and other 
cultures, promote and enhance parental support, raise aspirations and develop 
vocabulary. 

We plan our curriculum using the overarching themes of:
● identity 
● childhood 
● citizenship 
● locality
● innovation 
● invasion 

These themes allow the children to make connections, as we know that children 
learn best building on prior knowledge. This approach makes the subjects more 
relevant and interesting for our pupils who have little experience of the world outside 
their immediate location.
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‘It is a marathon built up over time – not a sprint won in the last hundred metres.’ - 
Christine Counsell

‘When the curriculum lacks coherence, it is both harder to teach and harder for 
children to locate and place their new knowledge.’ - Viviane Robinson

Using the National Curriculum and our in-depth knowledge of our children, leaders have 
developed an engaging, knowledge rich, curriculum from Nursery to year 6. 

Careful consideration has been given to the organisation and sequencing of the 
curriculum.  We ensure that pupils can build on their prior knowledge and see how new 
learning adds to build a bigger picture.  Core knowledge is identified and prioritised.  This 
is based on the key concepts which provide the foundations of our curriculum. There are 
clear, planned opportunities to retrieve and deepen knowledge and understanding 
throughout the primary phase. 

We want our children to be well-rounded, confident children who exemplify our school 
values. Children who achieve their personal best and are well prepared to leave us to 
move to the next stage of their education, ready for the exciting new challenges ahead.
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‘Reading is our link to the world around us – past, present and future’ 
‘Our brains privilege stories’ - Daniel Willingham

We see reading as the beating heart of our curriculum. Books and stories provide our 
children with the background knowledge and vocabulary they need in order to 
access the curriculum. Cognitive Science tells us that the more we know about 
something the more we are able to understand new information related to that topic.  
Without foundational knowledge we cannot reason or problem solve.  These are 
skills which are extremely important to our children, to ensure they are able to 
compete nationally with their peers. 

There are three aspects to reading in our schools: 
1. Teaching reading.  This is delivered through high quality phonic lessons and 

the use of engaging and stimulating reading books which are closely matched 
to the children’s phonic knowledge. This builds to the development of reading 
fluency and comprehension.  This is explicitly taught through daily whole class 
reading lessons, daily teaching reading using VIPERS as a strategy to enable 
children to deepen their understanding and interrogate texts. There are also 
opportunities for regular one to one reading sessions. 

2. Cross curricular reading within the wider curriculum
3. Reading for pleasure.
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‘If you want your children to be intelligent, read them fairy tales’ - Albert Einstein 

Our school libraries, in the heart of our schools, are well stocked with high quality texts.  Leaders 
spend time ensuring that the library provides access to a wide and varied range of literature.  We 
know this is crucial to informing and shaping our children’s knowledge and understanding of 
language. 

Children are able to select a plethora of books and are often seen with two, three or even four! 
Our children tell us they love to read! 

All children are provided with a levelled reading book from reception through to Y6.  We ensure 
that texts are phonetically decodable for pupils and matched to their reading age. Children also 
take a library book home at least once a week, to read alone, or with a parent/ guardian.  We see 
this as a very important part of our reading offer as it encourages both parental engagement and 
reading for pleasure. In addition, they are challenged to read the 50 best reads for their year 
group. 

Another important aspect of our reading for pleasure offer is the daily class novel. We believe 
that sharing books and reading aloud is vital.  It enables all learners to become part of our 
community of readers whilst being exposed to language and stories they may not be able to 
access independently. 



We know that our children see us as their prime role model when it comes to reading. This is not 
something they see readily in the home. It is therefore up to staff to make recommendations, 
introduce new authors, genres and broaden the range of what the children would normally read. 

As a result, staff actively engage in their own reading of children’s literature.  The staff book club 
features an age appropriate text each term.  The purpose of this is to develop subject knowledge and 
up to date knowledge of new authors and texts.  Children are actively encouraged to talk to staff, and 
each other, about what they are currently reading. Recommendations are key to developing literary 
tastes and preferences; the foundations of reading for pleasure.

At Eton Park Juniors, we have reading ambassadors.  These are enthusiastic readers themselves 
who lead by example and promote a reading culture within school; listening to children read, 
recommending books and taking responsibility for the running of the school library.

Reading continued

‘Teaching children to become confident and competent readers is surely the most important 
thing that primary school teachers do, it quite literally changes lives.’- Aidan Chambers
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Oracy

‘Writing floats on a sea of talk’ - James Britton

In school oracy is a powerful tool for learning; by teaching children to become more effective 
speakers and listeners we empower them to better understand themselves, each other and 
the world around them.  It is also a route to social mobility, empowering all students, not just 
some, to find their voice to succeed in school and life.

At Lansdowne Infants and Eton Park Juniors we provide high quality oracy education so that 
pupils learn through talk, and to talk. They develop and deepen their subject knowledge and 
understanding through talk in the classroom, which has been planned, designed, modelled, 
scaffolded and structured to enable them to learn the skills needed to talk effectively.

In 2022 we began our partnership with Voice 21.  This shows our commitment to transform 
oracy teaching and learning across the school community. 

Ieachin
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Subject 
core knowledge 

PSHE including 
Jigsaw

Our school vision National 
Curriculum

Our values

Subject planning Teaching pedagogy Assessment

Pupil achievement Personal 
development Pupil outcomes

Continuous self evaluation
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Subject planning

Short term 
planning

Medium term 
planning

Long term 
planning

● Long term, progressive plan from N to Y6
● Objectives taken from the National Curriculum and EYFS 

framework
● Reading at the heart of the curriculum
● Vocab rich 
● Opportunities for pupils to develop knowledge through oracy
● Progression grids to support assessment
● Progressive emotional development through Jigsaw curriculum

● Topic overviews linking NC objectives to core knowledge
● Word mats, knowledge organisers
● Working walls, designed to reduce cognitive load
● Termly educational visits and experience days
● Planned retrieval and assessment opportunities
● Parental workshops

● Quality first teaching
● Building on prior knowledge
● Explicit vocabulary instruction
● Modelling and scaffolding leading to independence
● Bespoke provision for all eg: SEND
● Timely and effective feedback



Lesson structure

Establish context and prior learning

Daily retrieval

Explicit vocabulary instruction

Modelled and scaffolded learning

Independent/ shared application of knowledge

Children know more, remember more and can do more

Feedback and development



Progression grids Statutory assessments - 
EYFS, phonics, KS1, KS2

Formative 
assessment

Continuous assessment eg: 
retrieval, questioning, 

feedback

Summative 
assessment

Termly assessments eg: 
NfER

Monitoring
Completed by subject 
leaders and SLT eg: 

learning walks, book looks, 
pupil voice

Pupil progress
eg: data tracking, 

interventions, SEND, 
disadvantaged

Pupil attainment
eg: standards, targets

Continuous school review and development 

Assessment



Rationale:  Effective marking and feedback is an essential part of the learning process.

It is an interaction between teacher and students, where students feel valued and have a
clear understanding of how to close the gap between current and desired performance. For
the classroom practitioner it is a way of making decisions about what he/she and their
students need to do next, with the primary aim of shaping future teaching to drive student
progress. 

Teachers should always design ‘tasks with feedback in mind,’ and all teaching
should be underpinned by the knowledge that “Feedback does not exist in isolation; it must
be rooted in the firm foundations of effective instruction.” 

Our approach to feedback at The de Ferrers Trust is based on educational research and 
the findings of national workload reviews and suggestions.

Feedback 

Highly effective feedback will be “used as a windscreen, rather than a rear-view 
mirror… it should [always] be a recipe for future action…’ - Dylan William



Feedback continued 

Our aim is to ensure students receive a range of assessment and feedback which is
meaningful, manageable and motivating in order to advance their progress and outcomes.

The EEF (2021) highlights that feedback, “done well … supports pupil progress, building
learning, addressing misunderstandings, and thereby closing the gap between where a pupil
is and where the teacher wants them to be. This process is a crucial component of high-
quality teaching and can be seen in classrooms across all phases and subjects.”

Furthermore, Dylan Wiliam asserts, “The main role of feedback, at least in schools, is to
improve the learner, not the work. The idea is that, after feedback, students will be able to
do better at some point in the future on tasks they have not yet attempted.”

“When students receive feedback, they learn that their teacher wants to help
them and are therefore more likely to trust the advice and use it to progress them towards
improvement.”  Effective feedback should focus on moving learning forward, targeting the
task, subject, and self-regulation strategies. Students need to be given opportunities to act
on feedback; these messages may be delivered via written or verbal feedback. 


